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Obstacles to Reviewing Integrated
Business Reports in Libya:

A Field Study from the Perspective of Reviewers and Academics in the Eastern Region

m DrESMAEL A. HAWIELY* m Drkhalid zaydan alfadliu ** m A. Magda Faraj Mohammed Al-Arfi**

Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the obstacles hindering the implementation of integrated
business report audit practices in Libya, from the perspective of external auditors and
academics in the eastern region. To achieve this objective, the descriptive-analytical
approach was employed, and a questionnaire was used as the primary data collection
tool. The questionnaire was distributed to the study population, which consisted of
certified external auditors registered with the Central Bank of Libya and accounting
faculty members at universities located in the eastern region of the country. Descriptive
and inferential statistical methods were used to analyze the data and draw conclusions.
The study hypotheses were tested using the one-sample T-test, independent two-
sample T-test, and one-way ANOVA. The study found that there are statistically
significant obstacles (at a = 0.05) to the implementation of integrated business report
audit practices in Libya. These obstacles include: the high cost of auditing integrated
reports, auditors’ lack of familiarity with integrated report auditing, the absence of
appropriate audit programs tailored to integrated reports, the lack of auditing standards
issued by professional organizations mandating the audit of integrated reports, and
the insufficient disclosure of non-financial information in such reports. Based on
these findings, the study recommends incorporating the concepts and techniques of
preparing and auditing integrated reports into the curricula of accounting and auditing
programs at Libyan universities, to ensure the development of auditors capable of
keeping pace with the evolving demands of the profession.

** Assistant Prof, Accounting Dept, Faculty of Economics, University of Benghazi.
** Assistant Prof, Accounting Dept, Faculty of Economics, University of Benghazi.

***Master’s in Accounting — Faculty of Economics, University of Benghazi
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