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The Role of Bank Characteristics in Enhancing
the Relationship Between Audit Committee
Characteristics and Corporate Social Responsibility
Disclosure in Libyan Commercial Banks

m Dr.Esmael A. Hawiely*

m Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the moderating role of bank characteristics in
strengthening the relationship between audit committee characteristics and the
level of corporate social responsibility (CSR) disclosure in Libyan commercial
banks. The study focused on three key audit committee characteristics: commit-
tee size, independence, and frequency of annual meetings. CSR disclosure was
measured across three main dimensions: human resources, community involve-
ment, and products and services. The study adopted a quantitative explanatory
approach and employed Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) to test the concep-
tual model and research hypotheses. Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) was
used to assess the validity and reliability of the measurement instruments, utiliz-
ing AMOS software. Secondary data were collected from the annual reports of
a sample of seven Libyan commercial banks over the period 2007-2021, and
non-financial information was transformed into quantifiable indicators through
quantitative content analysis. The findings revealed that bank characteristics,
including bank size, age, and financial leverage, play a significant moderating
role in enhancing the relationship between audit committee characteristics and
CSR disclosure, highlighting the importance of these characteristics in improving
disclosure quality. The results also demonstrated a positive relationship between
audit committee characteristics and the level of CSR disclosure, with variations
across different disclosure dimensions

e Keywords: Bank Characteristics; Corporate Social Responsibility Disclo-
sure; Audit Committees.
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Note. %2 = chi-square; DF = degree of freedom; NFI= Normative fit index; CFI = comparative
fit index; TLI = Tucker-Lewis’s index; RMSEA = root mean square error of approximation.
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Note. 2 = chi-square; DF = degree of freedom; NFI= Normative fit index; CFI
= comparative fit index; TLI = Tucker-Lewis’s index; RMSEA = root mean square
error of approximation.
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